SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION WRITING

Writing a scholarship application is persuasive writing which has been matched to the criteria of a specific scholarship and the donating organization. The criteria are the guidelines are usually explicitly written as part of the application, but the goals of the organization may be implicit or more subtle. As the applicant you need to tune into the values of the organization that is offering the scholarship. 

To be successful, you would normally take the time to research the organization, looking at their mission statements, charities they support, their history, their people, their projects. You want to become “attuned” to their values and aims and in your writing give evidence that you are similar to them in your values, even going so far as to using some of the same language that you may find on their website or literature.

In addition to a subtext which indicates to a reader that you share similar values, you want to be direct, explicit, and precise with your evidence that your activities fully meet their criteria. At the same time your voice should fill the air with passion and commitment to your chosen activities. An active voice should be used, for example, use “writing this gives my thinking clarity” rather than “after I wrote this I thought more clearly.”

Points for getting started

· Tune into the organization by researching their values

· Make these into a list as well as listing the criteria that the scholarship gives (use a computer so you can easily edit your work)

· Make a list of points you want to make that relate to the criteria

· Develop some poignant and positive examples of each point

· See if any points can be clustered together

· Put the points in order from most important to least

· If it is a paragraph or essay, write using a thesis style, giving your overall argument first, developing it using your points and examples, and concluding by referring back to your original argument

· You should be assertive about your initiatives and how they benefit others, while keeping a modest tone. “I have tried hard to do my part…” rather than “I have done more than anyone else…”

· Have other people read your drafts and listen closely to what they find confusing or vague; make the changes; fix the errors

· Keep work you have done in a binder or folder so you can use it in later applications

· Think of something you have overcome, and/or helped others in their struggles. Scholarship donors want evidence candidates are worthy and virtuous individuals.

· Do not use over elaborate language. Keep it simple and direct.

